                    MAY 20, 2011       36th 69th DRS/CUBS REUNION VALLEY FORGE, PA
I think all of those who served in China with the 69th Depot Repair Squadron owe a great deal of gratitude to the Cubs Board of Directors and they are; Carlie Fontain, Susan Makris, Ron Stukey, Janice Barancyk, David Lebisky, Bill Finkelstein and Virlin Abbott. Also former BOD Members Margaret Medina and Elizabeth Bowles. Welcome to two new Board of Director Members, Michael Littman, Treasurer and Richard Vogh, III, Membership. For the past several years these Cubs contributed many hours of their personal time. These Cubs accomplished many things;  organized reunions, developed a nonprofit organization, initiated a scholarship fund, set up conference phone calls and developed a website. Most of us are aware that Carlie gave her heart and soul to this organization, while recovering from a serious brain injury and personal problems. And we want to thank you Carlie for all your efforts.
There is one person I would especially like to honor. I am referring to someone who always stepped up to the plate during any crisis. This person never refused to lend a hand, especially during critical times. This person does not have a dad, uncle or relative that was associated with our Tiger Group. This person is just a downright patriotic American. I am talking about our good friend Verlin Abbott who was adopted as a honorary Cub.  Verlin, please step forward.
I would like to present you with a special photo. This is a photo of the original painting by R.W. Bradford, distinguished aeronautical illustrator and was commissioned by the Royal Canadian Air Force, Burma Star Squadrons Association, presented to the Canadian War Museum and is reproduced with their kind permission. The painting show the scene of Action at Shwebo, Burma on January 12, 1945 when several Dakotas of the 435 RCAF Air Force Squadron, flying without fighter escort were attacked at an altitude of 400 feet by several single engine Japanese Oscar fighters. This resulted in two Dakotas destroyed, one damaged and six Canadians killed.
In behalf of all who served in the 69th Depot Repair Squadron, 301st Air Depot Group, 14th Army Air Force-Flying Tigers, we would like to honor you with this photo.
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